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“Lessons from Prison”
John Ortberg

We're in this series based on the bafikorokenabout the extraordinary life of Louis Zamperinast
week we looked atessons from the Rafiext week Louis was scheduled to be with uslkethto his
son on Friday. The bad news is Louis broke hiled/londay, and the doctor said it would not be adgo
thing for him to fly up on Saturday. The good nesvkouis and his son ag¥iving up on Friday. He said
he wanted to be here, so he's coming up with agorédg at the age of 94. Pretty remarkable guy.

This would be a great chance to invite folks to eowe have friends coming. A lot of people, who
otherwise might not have been real open to God ki@ of open around this story. There is a good
chance that the 9:30 and 11:00 services could bednaut, so if you have unchurched friends coming,

hope you pray and that you invite folks.

If you do, by all means come to one of these sesvi®:30 or 11:00. If you don't, and you're a ragphrt

of our church, the 5:00 service on Saturday nextkwend then the 8:00 service on Sunday would
probably have more space. So if you could help diying to one of those services, | think that would
help out a lot. Again, we're not sure, but | hayeaing this is going to be pretty maxed out.

Beyond that, again we'll have a lot of folks whe aot usually part of church. They don't know hovdo

the church thing. They might feel a little awkwambout it. So you are all deputized to be on the
welcoming committee, okay? What that means is, ntpkieople feel at home, embracing them, and
recognizing they might feel a little uncertain dfat to do.

So will there be any attitudes of people selfigdying,] want a good seat for me; | don't care about you;
I'm just trying to take care of myselfill there be any of that kind of stuff? No! Thesaéll be none of
that. Will we all sacrifice our own comfort, or eveur own good seat, to give that up to somebosk el
who might be here for the first time? You werettidiless certain on that one. Yes! Absolutely wk. w
This is just going to be a great day.

So if you all help us out... Be patient. I'm not suiigh parking and bodies and all that kind of stiidw
that will work out, so if you can just come in aaperful, expectant mode, looking forward to itwé
could all have servant attitudes around here, soybody who comes, when they go they say, "Man, not
only was it great being around Louis, but | justédaever seen a community of such welcoming and
warm people before.” That would be a really codldethink you can do that. That's what we're aigni
for next week.

Now a number of people have said they've beensmrad by Louis's life, they would love to meet him
personally, shake his hand, and express thanks.p@msen said they have a grandmother who's 94 and
real feisty and quite attractive, and since Losisingle, you know, maybe she could meet Louissa&d

if there's a little chemistry there. So here'sdbal: We're asking Louis to speak at four servieiss 94,
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and he has a broken leg. People start to slow dowinat situation a lot, so we can't ask him forreno
than what he'll be doing in the services.

But we thought it would be cool to have notes fouis. So this week, we have paper around the exits,
and if you want to take a sheet of paper and thete wim a note this week. Tell him "thanks." Teiin,
"You inspired me." Bring that back next week. Wedllect all of those and we'll give them to Louige
thought that would be a way everybody can perspisaly thanks.

Here's how we know what Louis will do. We're doengop quiz every week. This is the first questibn o
today's pop quiz: Louis has a scrapbook that couststhe years 1917 when he was born, to 1938. His
scrapbook covering those years weighs how much® peunds, 25 pounds, 63 pounds, or 1,000 pounds?
Turn to the person next to you and see if you kttwevcorrect answer.

This is fromUnbroken "Louis is a packrat who still has the 'Do Not iDi®' sign he swiped from Jesse
Owens in the 1936 Olympics in Berlin." Anybody ramieer or ever hear of Jesse Owens? Louis still has
his "Do Not Disturb" sign. His scrapbook, just @plt938, weighs 63 pounds. So if we give him ndtes,
will keep them. He will honor them.

Two more pop questions that move toward today'gso@nger, bitterness, and forgiveness. First, how
did Louis get revenge on girls who tattled on hifmew he was in grade school? A: he called them rnames
B: breathed garlic on them; C: stole their homew@kkissed them. Turn to the person next to yal re
quickly. What's the correct answer? This is whatikavrites. This is in his bodRevil at My Heels"As
revenge, | would take whole cloves of garlic to tlassroom, chew on them, then breathe in their
direction just to offend them." Do you feel likewre getting to know Louis a little better everyek@

One more question: During World War Il (Louis issener of war), how did he get a small measure of
revenge over one abusive guard nicknamed "The We&a&egot a job as a cook and spit in his soup; B:
got a job as a medic and gave him super-laxat@egjot a job as a barber and shaved his eyebrows to
look like Marlene Dietrich's; D: got a job in theuhdry and starched his underwear. Correct ansyeer:
said about this guard, "I cut his eyebrows down ti@a just like a pencil line, then 'The Weaseénw
back to the guardhouse, and | heard two wordsidVer forget: Marlene Dietrich." He knew how to go
after somebody.

That brings us to today. We're lookingLatssons from PrisonVhat do you do (we all have this and it's
going to get real personal for you and me; justvarning) when you're hurt, when you're angry, whe
you're bitter? What do you do? How is God involnadthat? Where is God? How can you live an
unbroken life in the brokenness of broken relatiips?

1. There is such a thing as evil in the worTdhere is such a thing as evil. The apostle Paoteyt~or we

do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but...agaitisé spiritual forces of evil..."This is real. When
we talk about anger, when we talk about sin, waitetalking about problems human beings can saive i
the flesh. From the beginning, God said to Caimn IS crouching at your door." The Bible teachest th
anger involves a spiritual battle too big for usitmdle on our own.

Evil is always present on the earth. It often goesamed, but sometimes it breaks into the open,jtand
does in the life of Louis. After he was rescuednfrthe life raft, he was thrown into conditions of
unspeakable filth. He was tortured. He was huneitlatHe was routinely beaten. He was subject to
medical experiments that made him want to die. lde farced into slave labor. He was starved.

-2-



When he got food, often it was indescribably awfidbor would be forced on prisoners till somebody
might drop. One form of punishment was one of thards had all the enlisted prisoners hit theirceffs

in the face as hard as they could. If they didim‘thtem hard enough, guards would cthlkem In one two-
hour period, all the officers, including Louis, dot in the face by their own men about 220 times.

Conditions were so brutal that of the 34,000 prgsrof war in Japan, more than 37 percent diecther
They never made it out of the camp. They would lgttang to fight back. It was very stirring to me a
reading through this the courage, and sometimeticity, people would use to fight back. A group of
Scottish prisoners were not only being starvedy there forced to load food for enemy soldiers oatbo
that enemy soldiers would be able to eat in aburelan

So Louis writes that these starving Scotsmen wdtilik excessive amounts of tea on the job. The gnem
could not figure out why the Scots loved Japaneaesd much. Louis writes, "It was actually an ettiya
simple form of sabotage. The Scots would drinkakaay, then take turns peeing on the rice, sbliga
the time it reached its destination, it had spofilédhought that was funny. | guess I'm the onheo
Presbyterianism was basically invented by the Ssots thought...

For Louis, his darkest moments involved a guarg tiieknamed "The Bird." This guy is like something
out of fiction. This is a quote: "He would beat PO®WVery day, fracturing their windpipes, rupturthgir
eardrums, shattering their teeth, tearing one meatshalf off, and leaving them unconscious. He
combined physical with emotional torture. He wantedhumiliate, to destroy a prisoner's sense of
humanity."” Louis is going to have to deal with thishis heart. Do you have anybody you're mad &i8 T
is going to get personal for us now. What do youfdomebody hurts you?

The prisoner he hated most was Louis Zamperini. fifeetime he met him he beat him foot looking
him in the eye, and then beat him fooking him in the eye. He illegally kept him from beinggrstered

as a POW with the Red Cross so his family couldkmatv he wasn't dead. This is a certificate the. U.S
government sent to Louis's family informing thero, they would think their son was dead. He was
assigned to clean up pigsty, and he had to uskaneshands with that filth, and eat slop for atpigtay
alive.

One scene you might remember: "The Bird" took aff belt on some trumped up charge. Louis is
standing there. With a belt buckle that weighedudlaopound, he swung it as hard as he could alivithe
around till it clocked Louis in the temple, and kked him down. He lost consciousness, bleeding.iwWhe
he came to, "The Bird" was standing over him. Hiered him a tissue, and was making sympathetic
sounds. It was part of what he would do. It wad oemfusing. Louis thoughtMaybe there's a little
compassion in this man. Maybe he's soHg. helped Louis to his feet. Louis is just feelafjttle relief,
and "The Bird" swings again, and the buckle hita i precisely the same place.

He beat Louis every day. He tried to humiliate hdenanize him. What do you do when somebody hurts
you? | will not go further to describe the evilstbé prison. | was so struck reading through thss|'m
sure many of you were, about the suffering thaltiaflicts. | have gotten a lot of emails in thestaouple

of weeks from vets, including one guy, in fact aokehfamily. This guy, still suffering from woundkat
were inflicted on him over 40 years ago in Vietnamno said Louis's story and faith in God has given
him hope, is changing his life.



It made me think how many folks in our own congteyahave served in the military, and how Louis's
story may bring to mintheir suffering. How can we ever say thank you enougb® Ean our church be

a place of healing and honor enough? | thought tabthers of you who have gone through other
sufferings from evil. You've been abused. You wa@ested. You were betrayed. You were violated.
You are not alone. There is evil in the world, &wid cares about it. God confronts it supremelyhan t
cross. God brought healing to Louis, and he catihdbto you.

2. A single act of kindness can mean the world toragrein pain.Jesus saidBlessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy.There are these little moments of hope in the pribat come when one
person says, "l will show mercy."

A guard comes up to Louis, knocks on the door,sayd, "Are you a Christian?" Louis says, "Yeah." He
wasn't sure what to say. Louis had not been toothsince he was a kid. Last time he had been tackbhu
he had gotten there late. A priest came down, wlatkesr to him, twisted his ear, and sent him home t
get a note from his mom to explain why he came ld&enever went back. They handled coming late to
church differently back in that day than we do ur day.

Louis told the guard, "Yeah, I'm a Christian." Tineard Kawamura said, "I'm a Christian too," and he
gave Louis a pencil and paper so they could comecatei He began to give him food out of his own
supply. One day another guard came to the cellyamedned a stick through the door window into Lauis'
face like he was trying to poke out his eye. Thet may, Kawamura saw Louis's bloody face and asked
him what happened. When Louis told him, he jusedifhis arm and pointed to his bicep. A couple days
later, Kawamura came back and pointed out the slodouis could see that vicious guard, who had now
been bandaged around his mouth and his head be€awsenura had taken care of his little friend Louis

Later on, a private named Yukichi Kano also a Giams risked his life to sneak charcoal for mernéat
their room, or give them blankets to keep them warmget them medical help so they could stay alive
He risked his own life to do that for them. PappmyBgton, another remarkable friend of Louis's vgob
the Medal of Honor, wrote, "There was a way brawen than | in that camp,” and he named this
Japanese private, Kano.

These were men who were literally obeying Jesusincand,"Love your enemies..."Seriously, how is
that one going? | was going to apply that this veeekby saying, "Find somebody you don't like and sa
something nice to them on the way out of churcltaygdbut then I thought they woukhow you don't
like them, so that's not really a good idea. | afaid some of you might say something nice to amel |
wouldn't like that either.

So what's a step of love you might take towardsetmdy where naturally in the flesh you just wouldn'

do it? Somebody you just might not like for whateveason. Something about them puts you off.
Somebody you're not inclined to move towards. Jussingle act of kindness...noticing, a word,

encouragement...can mean the world to somebody m [gau learn that in prison. That leads to the next
lesson...

3. Time doesn't heal all wounds; God heals wounhdsiis's suffering was so intense (some of you will
experience things like this), years later, afteas out of prison, when he was back in the Stdtes,
began to experience flashbacks, and he'd havenmagbs every night about "The Bird." He would be
filled with rage. He had one dream where he wdssrdream finally able to attack "The Bird." Whea h
woke up, he realized he was in his own bed, angdsechoking his pregnant wife.
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He suffered from what we would now call Post-Tratim&tress, anger, rage, emptiness. He tried to
manage it with a lot of alcohol. We'll look morexh@veek at how he turned to Jesus. Really pray tabou
next week. | think a lot of wonderful things carppan. But Louis heard a young preacher named Billy
Graham preach on this vers&or God so loved the world, that he gave his orfBon, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have etertié."

By the way, anybody here ever hear of a quarteresked Tim Tebow? He plays for the Denver
Broncos. He's an outspoken follower of Jesus. 3tnéd' favorite verse...John 3:16. He loves it so much
that he had the numbers 3:16 painted (when theg t@ado that under-the-eye black paint stuff?) mn h
face in college. Won the Heisman, so that everybodie nation would see 3:16, John 3:16, and bd ki
of intrigued by it. Okay?

Last Sunday, in the playoffs, a thrilling overtigame, the Denver Broncos upset the Pittsburghe3teel
Tebow was a hero. He threw for precisely 316 yarfdsnot making this up. He averaged 31.6 yards per
completion. On Monday, the single most searched t@r Google was "John 3:16." That's the first tane
Bible verse has ever been number one in the Gaegleh process.

This was such a cool deal, we have decided aroarelthat if there's a great moment in the senliike,
somebody sings a great song, in response theying go"Tebow." Debbie insisted we put that outréhe

| didn't want to do it, but she just said, "Nope toing it." | understand the Broncos did not havgood
game last night. It was not a good night for Tinknbw. But wasn't that a great 49er game? | meah th
was... | digress.

It took Louis awhile, but he eventually surrendehesl life to Jesus, and often when this happensl Go
will ask somebody to actually take a step, to dmething to put a stake in the ground. For Louisas
alcohol. He went home, and his house was full @fidr: wine, champagne, a 300-year-old bottle of
incredibly expensive cognac, and he knew what Gad walling him to do. So he took the wine and
poured it down the drain. He took the champagnepanuoted it down the drain. He took the cognac and
returned it for a whole lot of money.

Then the next morning he woke up and he had noahaightmare about "The Bird,” and he has not had
one since, 94 years old. He said, "It's as if thetal had cut the hating part of my brain away.ti@oes
that. This was Paul's great discovéfiherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new a#on; the old
has gone, the new has comeGod is still in that business, and we're ableawif’e sinners for one
reason: becaudém a forgiven sinner. Now God wasn't done with Loyas$. There's another lesson from
the prison. This is real important about forgivenes

4. Forgiveness is not just therapeutic or relief fbetforgiver; it is a loving, humble, repentant quis
reconciliation.We live in such a therapeutic culture. Sometimespe can even talk about forgiveness in
a way that's kind of self-orientetf's just about my own relief.ouis wasfreed from feelings of hatred,
but that wasn't the end. God had more in mind. &adys does.

One thing Louis knew was he would never returrhtd tountry where that prison was. He was quoted in
Time Magazine'l'd rather be dead than return to that countigouldn't stand Japan.” Then one day, he
heard Bob Pierce back in the 1940s. Bob PiercededitWorld Vision. Bob Pierce used to pray, "Let my

heart be broken with the things that break thetheaBod.” Bob said, "You know, there's a greatchfe
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Jesus Christ in Japan."” He told this crowd, "Sormgon ought to go back to Japan and bring Christ
there."

Louis was suddenly pierced by this conviction: Gaahted him to go back to Japan. He did not want to
go there. He prayed, "Being a new Christian, Ldrayill need a good, swift, kick in the pants to
understand if this is your will for me."

On the way to his room at that conference, he igetsconversation with a young minister named Eric
Folsom, and Eric says, "Did you hear what Bob Riesaid about some people needing to go to Japan?"
Louis said, "Yeah." Eric said, "I just have thigliag you ought to go. In fact, Louis, God has laumed

my heart to give you $500 to start you on your wayapan." Louis wrote, "l didn't know whether tagh

him or hit him." Then a singing group who had heBab Pierce's talk came up and said, "We want to
give you our tithe money so God can send you taddso Louis went to Japan. He went to Japarmeo t
people and the place he hated.

In Tokyo, a missionary couple passed a messageoand former soldier, who said to them, "l was one
of those who beat Zamperini and broke his nosey@othink he has really forgiven me?" Louis wrote a
note saying, "l have," but as he did, he thougbt) know, it's easy to write. Could | actually gaace to
face?

He ended up at what was called Camp Sugamo. lteldoegery single one of the 850 war criminals in
Japan. Imagine this moment. Louis is preachingytspel, the good news of Jesus, to these men wdio be
him, and others like them. He said, "I gave my usal&, but never with more conviction, about Jesus
Christ, his death on the cross for sinners, higrrestion. When | came to the part about how | baen
treated in Japanese prison camps, | thought abomydring the details and emotions, so as not teapp
too angry, but | didn't, because otherwise my feggess would lack true meaning."

| thought this is so profound about how forgivenisssften a long journey, and it will always meaill
have to look at parts of me | didn't think | wodldve to look at. "It will always take courageousiésty.

It is different than excusing. Forgiveness meanthtabout the wrongs done, coming to grips with thow
have distorted stuff, as well as other people, beeaepentance and reconciliation, if they can eat
all, can only happen based on truth.”

So Louis went and told them the truth, and toldrtlibe gospel, and said, "Does anybody want to vecei
Christ?" and was stunned at how many hands wesedailhen the commander said, "Those of you who
were Louis's guards and heads of prison camps,like’do speak to you personally. You may come
forward if you wish." Do you have any broken resaships in your life?

Imagine this moment. These people come forwardid sees them, numbers of them whom he's named
in this book, who cursed him, beat him, starved,ramd humiliated him. He felt something he never
expected. He actually felt compassion. He actualtylove. What a gift from God. He felt this stgen
exuberance. (I can't wait to meet this guy!) Heteddf the stage, down into the crowd. He's likendahe
mosh pit thing, and he starts going up to thesedguand embracing them. He was loving them. He was
forgiving them. Only God. This is what Jesus brings

One of the guards, James Sasaki who decided thab deecome a Christian said, "l don't understama h
you can forgive us. Your Christianity must be rédmif | don't understand it." Louis said, i8treal, and if
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you continue in your faith, one day you will undargl.” For a whole bunch of peopleat was liberation
day. This is the last lesson from prison:

5. God, our God, is still in the business of bringirgglemption out of evilLet's read this together out
loud: "And we know that in all things God works for theogd of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose God is working for good in all things in your life

Louis went on to speak all over the world. He st boy's camp. He worked with homeless people and
retired folks at Hollywood Presbyterian Church. iHgpired millions out of the redeemed wreckage of a
life, and hatred that got turned, through Jesuss€linto forgiveness and love. God brings good afut
evil in unbelievable ways.

The mayor of Joetsu in Japan asked Louis... Louist Wwaok in 1998. He's now in his 80's. The mayor
asked him, "Did anything good come out of your tarad a half years as a prisoner of war?" Louis's
immediate response was, "Yes. It prepared me fogedBss of married life." | cannot wait to meet thisy.

He was still married at the time when he said tH&.wife has since passed away.

God brought the cross. God brought forgivenessrfgrsins and yours out of the worst thing that ever
happened. God specializes in working to bring goodof the worst things. For 65 years God has been
doing it through Louis, and now it's going to happer us next week. We'll talk about this more tigb

this year.

| think part of the good God wants to do througtuilsois bringing him to us when he's 94 years old. |
think God wants us to become a community of cowageonflict-facers, truth-tellers, and forgivenress
givers. | think God has work to do right here with | think God wants us to become a community eher
lingering resentment, and gossip, and talking leklsiomebody else, and violating Jesus' instruction i
Matthew 18:15, "If you have something against aeotterson, you go to them in person, and speak to
them to try to win them back..." I think God is atmkahrough Louis, to change the culture, and make u
that kind of people.

Next week Louis is going to be here. We'll honanhiith notes and recognition, but I'll tell you ayv
better way to honor him. Who do you need to redeneith? Where does your heart need to forgive?
What if we could say to Louis when he comes nextkyéHey, Louis Zamperini, more than 60 years
after you got out of that prisoner of war camp, yave sparked a massive campaign of reconciliation
around here. People are going to each other. Lbesause you forgave enemies who spat on you, and
beat you, and cursed you, and starved you, begausdid that, we have had an outbreak of redemptive
courageous love. The truth is getting spoken, ssuffetting confessed, junk is getting dealt wahgd we
have all surrendered to Jesus around here, anthts@opnciliation in broken relationships.”

Wouldn't that be something? That would be a wayaioor Louis, and way more than that, a way to honor
Jesus, and allow the gospel to change this plaktreen change all kinds of folks in our spheresl S
want to ask you to bow your heads right now. Thiseally serious. This is you and me. This is nmiik.
This is nobody else. This is you and me.

What's God calling you to do right now? Where's Goavork in your heart? Where's there an attitude?

Where have you gotten cold? Where have you justdddcYou know what? I'm going to hold something
against this person. I'm going to put them in théegory of somebody | don't have to love. I'm gaong
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have a hardened heart. I'm going to have a badua#. I'm going to have an unforgiving spirit. lodse
to do that.

Where do you need to say, "O God, forgive me. O,Getp me. O God, I'm the one in prison"? Maybe it
involves a spouse, or an ex-spouse. Maybe a cowoMaybe somebody in your family. Maybe

somebody who hurt you badly. Maybe you don't eveomkwhat to do yet, and that's all right. God will
show you as you're ready.

Will you say right now, "God, | want to surrendey rheart; | want to confess my unforgiving spirit"?
Then will you take Jesus seriously, and will yo? §ill you stop making excuses? Will you stop redti
yourself off the hook? Will you make the call? W§ibu schedule the time together? Will you confess
what needs to get confessed? Will you honor Jetust®y having the ministry of reconciliation ioyr
life?

There's a little Post-It note in your program. Ygat it when you came in today. If you want to write
down somebody's name, or a next step, whateveri$oalling you to do, take that with you. Put it in
your Bible, someplace where you'll see it. Tim &webbie are going to lead in a musical moment here.
Just allow God to speak to you and then respomihtcaas they do that.



